Introduction-The changing epidemiology of genital herpes in Edinburgh is described in relation to herpes simplex virus (HSV) Type 1 and herpes simplex virus Type 2 infection over a period of 14
Introduction
Genital herpes is the commonest ulcerating sexually transmitted disease seen in the UK and is caused by infection with either herpes simplex virus (HSV) Type 1 or herpes simplex virus Type 2.' The clinical importance of HSV infection lies in both its ability to produce painful, disabling and recurrent disease in addition to its potential role as a co-factor in the acquisition, transmission and possibly progression of HIV disease. 2 Five patients with primary HSV infection due to HSV Type 2 were also infected with Neisseria gonorrhoeae at the time of diagnosis whilst no primary infection with HSV Type 1 was associated with gonococcal infectionp < 0 05. There was no significant difference in concomitant infections with either chlamydia or genital warts between HSV 1 and HSV 2 infections.
Conclusions
The annual incidence of genital herpes infection almost doubled over the 14 year study period from 84 to 159 but the greatest However, the approximately equal numbers of men and women in the study is against reporting bias of this sort. Additionally although recurrent herpes is more common with Type 2 infection6 viral subtype is not correlated with the severity of initial infection. ' As has also been demonstrated by others7 9 we found that women present at an earlier age with genital herpes than men. Primary genital herpes confirmed by serology was significantly more likely to be Type 1 in origin.
An association between HSV and gonorrhoea has been noted by Wentworth et al 13 but the increased incidence of concurrent gonorrhoea in HSV Type 2 infections is of interest and may reflect the differing routes of acquisition of the two viral subtypes. It also supports the concept that the rise in HSV Type 1 infection is secondary to an increase in fellatio and cunnilingus with their associated lower risk of acquiring cervical or urethral gonorrhoea.
In conclusion there has been a rapid increase in the incidence of HSV Type 1 genital herpes in Edinburgh over the past decade which may reflect changes in sexual practice 
